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AUSTRALIAN FEDERATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN 
Statement by Member for Nedlands 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [12.56 pm]:  I congratulate the Australian Federation of University Women.  
This week I attended the thirty-fifth anniversary of awarding bursaries to women by the Australian Federation of 
University Women, an association with which I have been closely associated over the years.  The event was held 
at St Catherine’s College in Nedlands.  Many of my constituents attended. 

The bursaries have been awarded annually to four women at a cost of approximately $3 000 to $4 000.  I raise 
this matter in the Assembly, especially when the budget has recently been handed down, because the only 
women students who are taking up the bursaries at the moment are those from Curtin University and the 
University of Western Australia.  It was said on the night that the association would appreciate students from 
Murdoch University and Edith Cowan University making applications. 

In particular, I pay tribute to two women who were present on the night.  The AFUW started in 1923.  On the 
night, a longstanding member, Dorothy Ranson, was present.  She graduated in science in 1938 from the 
University of Western Australia.  In addition, Fay Power, another UWA graduate, attended.  She graduated in 
science in 1945.  Both women originally attended Perth Modern School.  Neither was allowed to study chemistry 
at Perth Modern School.  As such, they attended night school so that they could get into university.  They recall, 
with some humour, that a new laboratory was created in St Georges Terrace but they were not allowed to be 
employed because there were no toilets!  They reminded me that, once a woman was married, she was not able 
to be employed. 

The association has a great history.  It provides annual bursaries to women.  I support and congratulate the 
association. 
 


